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This Months Features 

8TH ANNUAL MOTHERõS DAY POKER RUN 

Join us Saturday May 3rd for a 

terrific  ride through the Santa 

Monica Mountains canyons and 

along the beach.  A great lunch, 

entertainment, and raffle prizes 

await at the conclusion of the 

ride.  Great prizes and a new 

location for lunch.  Details and 

a sign up sheet can be found on the next page.  

Our next meeting is Saturday April 19th. 

Dennyõs Diner 

8330 Topanga Canyon Blvd 

Canoga Park, CA    

(818) 883-8874  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
CA -1A 26-Apr Annual Coyote Round -Up  

CA -1K 3-May Mothers Day Ride  

CA -2K 10-May Day with the Krows  

CA -2W 17 -May All New Big Valley Casino Rally  
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òkEnõs Korneró Chapter Director 

Ken Freeland   

òRiding Comraderyó 
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Our small chapter probably had the largest 
member percentage at Chapter CA1-Rôs 
Rally in the Valley at Harrahôs Hotel in 
Laughlin. Walter and I met Werner, Mike & 
Magee at the McDonalds in Pearblossom 
and we rode together the rest of the way. 
Ron & Linda had gone over on Thursday. 
Rally in the Valley is a must go to event. 
They really put a lot of hard work in putting 
this event on. Saturday, We met a friend of 
Walters that lives in Kingman and he took 
us on a tour up and around Hoover 
(BOULDER) dam and then back to Laugh-
lin. We had a great lunch at Railroad Pass 
Casino. We also took a little detour to see 
an old historic town. It was a great day of 
riding.  
 
Dave Gilman rode up to the Rally after he 
got off of work Saturday. He was just in 
time to be at the closing ceremonies and 
see me win 15% of the 50/25/15/10. 
($333.00) Sunday we all got up and had 
breakfast, then we met for a ride over to 
Oatman. After visiting the stores, watching 
the gunfight, and all the burros wandering 
down the street we headed for Needles and 
the Topock Gorge. We stopped for a      
fantastic lunch on the river at Pirates Cove. 
Really a fantastic spot. Great food and at-
mosphere. Sunday night after we got back 
to the hotel we all went to the Buffet. We 
sat there and grazed for a couple of hours. 
It was really a nice buffet. Monday morning 
came and we loaded up after breakfast for 
a quick ride home.  
 
Then along cam Chapter Qôs Poker Run. 
Again it was another really good event. We 
arrived a little late and just were able to 
make their 1 İ hour guided tour ride. It   

actually turned out to be 3 hours long, but 
it was very picturesque. They held registra-
tion open for us and Dave won a $50.00 
gas card.  
 
Our next Chapter visit ride will be on April 
26th. We will be riding out to Chapter Aôs 
Rally. We really need all of you to support 
these Rides because we want them to sup-
port our MDR Ride on May 3rd.  
 
I encourage all of you that can attend to 
come to the Chapter Staff meetings. We 
need your input in what you want the chap-
ter to do and be. Our next Chapter break-
fast gathering is Saturday, April 19th, 8:00 
am at Dennyôs on the corner of Topanga 
Canyon Blvd. and Roscoe. We will do a 
ride after breakfast.  
 
We will also be having an envelope stuff-
ing meeting at Hamer Toyota. The chapter 
will furnish Pizza, drinks, etc. We need 
your help for this. Also, any gifts for our 
MDR Ride drawings you can get, please 
bring them at that time. 
 
Thanks, RIDE SAFE!!! 
 
kEn Freeland CA1-K 
Chapter Director. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



òNadineõs Words of Wisdomó     

Assistant Chapter Director 

 Nadine Galli  

òLive Long and Prosperó 
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As May marches in, visions of Goldwings 

begin to dance in our heads! Riding sea-

son is upon us. Iôve noticed that even cool-

er weather hasnôt deterred many of us 

from spending time with our Winginô 

friends.  

 

As I think of the friends, places and times 

weôre enjoying, Iôm reminded of an article 

that I came across recently. The article is 

entitled, ñ4 Ways to Live Longer, Beyond 

Diet and Exerciseò (which seems not to be 

on many Goldwingerôs priority lists). Here 

are the four ways to live longer as stated 

in the article: 

 

1. Let the Sunshine in ï Folks who have a 

positive outlook end up living longer. Your 

positive attitude could add, on average, 7 

more years to your life. Negative emotions 

like hostility and bitterness are bad for 

overall health, specifically the heart. Solu-

tion: Become an extrovert ï join a commu-

nity group, try new activities, strike up a 

conversation with a stranger. 

 

2. Do Good Works ï People who volunteer 

at two or more organizations have a 44% 

lower death rate than those who donôt do 

any charitable work. Itôs comparable to ex-

ercising four times a week. 

 

3. Say a Prayer ï Have Faith - Regularly 

stepping through the doors of a house of 

worship may slow your progress toward 

the pearly gates by seven to fourteen 

years. In particular, older folks who attend 

religious services once a week are 46% 

less likely to die over six years than those 

attend less often.   (Not that Iôm insinuat-

ing any of us are old)  

 

4. Socialize: People with strong social con-

nections enjoy better health. Having good 

relationships  

matters more than just seeing friends or 

relatives often. The support of solid rela-

tionships boosts your immune function.  

 

So, is GWRRA good for you? You bet it is! 

Not only are we having a great time when 

we get involved, weôre doing good for our 

physical health as well. Iôm not sure these 

will counteract all those trips to the buffet 

bar and ice cream parlors...but they help! 

 

Ride safe, let the sunshine in, do good 

works, have faith, and get out there to 

those chapter gatherings and rallies and 

socialize! 

 

Nadine 



Well spring has finally sprung and we are 
ready to roll.  Although in California we 
have generally good riding weather year 
round, this is a good time to give         
ourselves a good spring cleaning when it 
comes to how we approach our rides. 
  
There are four ways we should prepare 
ourselves.  First, there is mental readi-
ness. Are you ready to concentrate on 
riding? If you are angry or preoccupied 
by something, taking your bike out may 
not be the best idea. In an aggravated or 
distracted state you are much more likely 
to be involved in a crash or do something 
foolish. A proper attitude will not only 
make you safer but your spouse and      
co-workers are less likely to plot against 
you. Put your worries in your saddlebags 
and focus on riding the bike. Limbering 
up mentally, by taking time to focus on 
the task ahead, visualizing your route, 
and being ready for trouble spots, is great 
way to prepare. 
 
It goes without saying that drugs and al-
cohol should be avoided at all costs, but 
I'm going to say it anyway. Alcohol af-
fects your judgment, reaction time, and 
balance, among other things. Loss of 
your control over these things can easily 
mean your bike will soon be lying on its 
side and dripping important fluids. You 
may even get a ride in the back of a 
squad car. Even simple cold and allergy 
medications can seriously impair your 
riding, making you sleepy or sluggish. It's 
about supply and demand: safe motorcy-
cling is demanding - don't demand more 

of yourself than you're capable of supply-
ing. 
 
Second, you must be physically prepared. 
Start with good protective gear. This 
means a good-fitting helmet, gloves, eye 
protection, jacket, long pants and sturdy 
boots or shoes. Wear gear that is de-
signed for use on a motorcycle, not a 
beach or a fancy nightclub. The people 
you see wearing a helmet, a smile and not 
much else are not well protected. Like-
wise, folks in eight layers of leather,    
Kevlar, body armor, but no helmet are not 
well protected. It is a whole package, and 
you need to wear it every time. If it's too 
hot to wear protective clothing, it's too 
hot to ride, period.  This a great time to 
check equipment  wear and replace items 
as necessary, including helmets. 
  
Pretend your gear is a big helping of 
mashed potatoes and you are the pool of 
gravy inside the little bowl you made with 
your potatoes. If you remove a bit of the 
potatoes on the outside, the gravy can 
leak out and mix with your Jell-O. (No, 
thanks.) That's what happens without all 
your gear, the unprotected bits could leak 
out. 
 
Try not to choose all black gear. Sure, it 
looks cool, but bright colors will help you 
stand out in traffic. 
 
 
 

 òNews and Viewsó   Chapter Educator 

 Bob Finkelstein  

 òREADY, SET, GO!ó 
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On top of that, stay healthy. Well-
balanced meals, plenty of water, and   
minimal amounts of fatty food and       
caffeine lend themselves to safe riding. 
Physical fitness will help your riding in 
countless ways - comfort on longer rides, 
better and sharper reflexes, plus, you 
look better in your leather clothes! Also, 
try some stretching exercises before you 
ride. Limbering up physically before a 
ride helps you stay in the saddle longer. 
 
Third, you must make sure that your bike 
is up for the job. This includes not only 
fixing the parts that break, but doing all 
the preventive maintenance that is so 
easy to skip: regular oil changes, proper-
ly adjusted controls, a properly adjusted 
chain and suspension, good tires,     
working turn signals, you get the idea. A 
few dollars spent ahead of time will keep 
your bike going for years. Plus, the best 
way to keep the buzzards from circling 
when you break down in the desert is to 
simply not break down. 
With all that routine maintenance out of 
the way, do a quick walk around of your 
bike as you get ready for your ride. Look 
for leaks, loose bolts, tire problems, or 
any thing else out of place. And not to 
sound like your mother, but when was the 
last time you checked your tire's air   
pressure? If it has been more than a 
week, it's been too long. And one more 
thing: no running with scissors! 
 
Finally, ride with a great attitude.  This is 
one of the best ways to enjoy riding more 
and to effect a change in the general pub-
lic's sometime dim view of motorcycling. 
A bad attitude will be reflected in your rid-
ing and a preoccupation with whatever 
made you grumpy will only distract you 
from the job at hand: safely riding your 
motorcycle. 
On anything other than wide open coun-
try roads, you have a choice while riding: 
ride with the flow of traffic, or fight it. 
There are often times when traffic is not 

moving at a speed you would choose. 
When this happens, poor riders zig-zag 
through the slower traffic, tailgating, cut-
ting people off, and generally irritating 
everyone on the road, reinforcing the per-
ception that all motorcyclists are dare-
devil speed demons with no respect for 
mom, apple pie, or the law. 
 
The better option is to be try to be a  
courteous rider, demonstrating what a re-
sponsible person you are. Nothing harms 
the image of motorcycling more than a 
rider aggressively weaving through traffic 
on a motorcycle. It may impress 14-year-
old boys being shuttled to little league, 
but they don't vote or call their elected 
representatives, although their parents 
sometimes do. 
 
When you ride, you are an ambassador of 
motorcycling to the general public and it 
is your responsibility to ride accordingly. 
 
Ride Safe My Friends. 
 
Bob. 
 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES  
 
April 18 - Trailering Seminar, 7 PM, Maury 
University, 17904 Cabela Drive, San Diego 
 
April 19 - PLP 9 AM 8322 Clairemont Mesa 
Blvd, San Diego 
 
May 17 , June 21, July 19, Aug. 16, Sept., 
20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20 - PLP Same 
as above. 
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District Director Review     

  Vincent & Pam Puterbaugh  

Trouble Can Be Just A Clique Away (part 1)  
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One of the most empowering things about riding a 
motorcycle is the freedom to go wherever I 
please, by whatever route I please. I can choose 
to ride the twisting mountain roads, scraping my 
pegs all of the way or I can point my front tire to-
wards the open highway, set the cruise control, 
and let hundreds of miles of scenery roll by before 
needing to stop for fuel. I can ride tank to tank or I 
can stop at every scenic outlook and historic 
marker. I might tow a trailer full of camping gear 
or choose to bed down at the local Best Western 
when my riding day is through or maybe do both if 
the ride is long enough. All said, motorcycling  
allows me to create a custom experience tailored 
to my preferences and my wishes.  
 
Motorcycling is an individualistic sport that allows 
me to make my own decisions, choose my own 
path, and requires me to take responsibility for my 
choices. Occasionally, I am blessed enough to 
encounter another rider whose preferences mirror 
my own and whose company I enjoy. On those 
occasions, the enjoyment of the ride becomes 
exponential as we band together in the brother-
hood and sisterhood of those that have experi-
enced the roads less travelled. It has been often 
said that, ñpeople like people that are like      
themselvesò and I suppose that adage is true for 
me as well. I tend to surround myself with people 
that measure their motorcycling success not in 
the number of trophies on their wall or accidents 
and near misses they have survived, but, rather, 
in the number of safe miles ridden and dangerous 
situations avoided. Our idea of a good investment 
is spending the time and money to take an ad-
vanced riding course to improve our skills rather 
than investing in louder tail pipes in hopes that 
someone might hear us approaching and move  
out of our way (by the way, if you genuinely      
believe that loud pipes save lives, please do me a 
favor and remount your exhaust to face forward 
so that those of us you have already passed, and 
are no longer a threat to you, donôt have to be 

subjected to your noise pollution). I tend to sur-
round myself with people that believe that safety 
is a skill set that needs to be learned and continu-
ally practiced in order to be improved upon, but 
also understand that we will never be completely 
safe no matter how much we practice. I know that 
the best I can strive for is to manage the risks in-
herent in our sport which is why I own and wear 
safety gear; as I look around, amazingly, most of 
the people I ride with are also clad in like gear. I 
show up to motorcycling seminars only to find my 
friends in the audience or are actually the pre-
senter and when I attend a motorcycle trade show 
it is like a class reunion of riding buddies.  
 
My love of motorcycling is hardly unique and, 
based on the over 70,000 GWRRA members my 
love of touring on a Gold Wing is very much 
shared by others. My belief that knowledge is 
power is a recurring theme throughout our associ-
ation and one of our core values, but it is not the 
most important of them; that would be friendship. 
Our motto is, ñFriends for Fun, Safety, and 
Knowledgeò and there is a reason the motto is 
worded in that order. If we examine the words  
individually, we can better understand why our 
organization exists:  
Friends ï Other people whom we like and       
genuinely care for and that we voluntarily want to 
spend time with  
For ï United in a common goal or desire  
Fun - An enjoyable experience  
Safety -Freedom from harm or danger  
And ï In addition to  
Knowledge - Facts, information, and skills        
acquired by a person through experience or     
education; the theoretical or practical understand-
ing of a subject . 
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There you have it. Six little words that convey the 
essence of our organization and the reason we 
exist. Notice, that nowhere does it say anything 
about which make or model of motorcycle the 
member must ride or that owning or riding a     
motorcycle (much less a Gold Wing) is even a 
requirement. In order to meet  thehe needs of our 
members, GWRRA operates chapters that are 
geographically convenient to facilitate the gather-
ing of its members and to offer a framework for 
the safety and knowledge to be addressed. Being 
an organization rooted in motorcycling, the majori-
ty of the Chaptersô activities are based around 
riding our bikes. All of the officers and staff are 
volunteers and rather than getting paid for their 
service, they usually end up coming out of pocket 
in order to provide an enjoyable experience for 
their friends. Most of the chapters have individu-
als that have invested time and expense to      
become certified Road Captains, Seminar       
Presenters, Parking Lot Practice Facilitators, First 
Aid and CPR Instructors as well as volunteering 
their time and expertise in such roles as Treasur-
er, Store Keeper, Ride Coordinator, Rally Coordi-
nator, and Newsletter Editor (just to name a few). 
Because our members are so passionate about 
our sport, they often become very invested in their 
Chapter. Many times this dedication and devotion 
to our Chapter leads to the mistaken belief that 
certain membersô opinions and views are more 
important than othersô or that our Chapters are 
organized as some sort of democracy where the 
majority rules and nothing could be further from 
the truth. 
  
The truth is that the District Director appoints the 
Chapter Directors based on whomever the District 
Director believes is best suited to lead the Chap-
ter. Imagine the discontent that would reign 
amongst the Chapters if we held elections and 
your candidate didnôt win. There would be a rift 
between Chapter members that might never be 
repaired. Also, most elections would denigrate 
into a popularity contest rather than the most 
qualified person ending up in the role they are 
best suited for. Either way, the chapter would 
probably end up as a collection of disjointed 
cliques with each clique doing their own thing. So 
what is the cure? Simple: get involved and partici-
pate. Volunteering to be part of the solution is the 
fastest way to turn a chapter around. Going on 
chapter rides, showing up to business meetings, 

and attending chapter gatherings, in other words, 
making the fun happen, is the fastest way to turn 
a chapter into an exciting chapter. So, if you are 
always riding with the same people ï stop! If you 
are sitting with the same people at every meeting 
and gathering ï stop! And if you running with the 
same clique ï well, you know what to do.  
Next month: Trouble Is Only a Clique Away! (Part 
2of2) .  
 
ñUntil next month, ride well and ride often.ñ  
Vincent & Pam  



Koalaõs On The Go! 
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Hi Fellow Koalaôs! 
 
Hope your Valentineôs Day was a good one, 
ours was lovely, spent the day with friends 
and family. St. Patrick's Day was Green and 
Happy. 
 
We went to Cabo for Ronôs 80th birthday leav-
ing on March18th and coming home on the 
26th.  We had a lot of fun down on the Marina 
and walking in the town. Seeing all of the old 
buildings. 
 
We were home for one day then left for 
Laughlen for Rally in the Valley.  We took both 
of our trikes.  There was some wind, but on 
three wheels it wasnôt so bad.  On Friday 
there was a meet and greet with Chips and 
Dips.  Then on Saturday we joined up with 
Ken, Warner, Mike & Maggie, along with Wally 
and his friend Ken, on a long ride.  We went 
over the new bridge at the dam,  Did not see 
much of it, but it was fun.  I also heard that it is 
fun to take the walkway.  Dave joined us on 
Saturday for the ice cream social.  After the 
social they had a show with 5 or 6 skits that 
were very good and very funny. On Sunday 
we all road to Oatman to see the donkeyôs.  
Then for lunch we went to Pirateôs Cove. 
 
We all left on Monday again with some wind, 
but again were OK on three wheels.  We met 
up with a Spyder Group from L.A. at Ludlow.  
From there Ron and I took a ride on Route 66, 
which Iôve never done.  When they say rough 
road ahead, no more than 20 mph.  The only 
CHP we saw was on 66.  I didnôt think they 
give too many tickets. 
 
Have many good and safe rides. 
 
Ron & Linda. 

 


